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OR some very strange reason,

one of the hot topics this
summer has been the issue

of which rinks you should be
playing your game of bowls on.

More specifically, how is the draw for
rinks made, if at all.

I say strange because nothing has
changed in relation to the laws on this
for some considerable time and so I
have been surprised by the number of
enquiries that have been received.

Quite often a little trend will start in a
local area and be contained locally, but
this particular issue has spread to other
parts of the land.

So, when you tum up to play
your county knockout match at the
neighbouring club, should you just be
plonked on rink five because it happens
to be the home team's favourite rink with
the dodgy backhand? This is what the
Law has to say about it:

Law 3.L The Skips, their
representatives or the Controlling
Body must make the draw for the
rinks on which games are to be played.

Seems quite straight forward doesn't it?
I mentioned that this had not changed
for some time, evidenced by the World
Bowls Laws Committee decision on a
question raised by Bowls England back
in20ll on the very subject. Here is what
the Laws Committee has to say about the
issue:

June 2011- Bowls England:
Bowls England requested clarification
on the law for drawing the rinla of play.
Their concem was: "It seems as though
many people are not offering the away
team the available rinks to make a draw
and the home team is choosing the rinks
which suit their players."

Laws Committee Decision:
The relevant law in this case is law 3.1

which is clear in its intent - "The Skips,
their representatives or the Controlling
Body should make the draw for the rinks
on which games are to be played".

The Oxford Dictionary definition of
'draw'is "an act of selecting names
randomly to decide winners in a lottery
opponents in a sporting contest, etc."
In the context of law 3.1, it would read
"anact of selecting rink numbers and
opponents randomly to decide opponents
in a sporting contesf'.

It follows that, for any scheduled
event, there should be sufficient rinks
made available for a draw to take place.
Therefore, for a single game scheduled
at a club, more than one rink should
be made available for the draw and for
competitions involving more than one
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rink of play (e.g.

inter-county
or inter-district
competitions
comprising a

side of three or
four disciplines) the
minimum number of
rinks required should be
made available.

Rinks cannot be allocated to individual
games or disciplines in advance.

The rink numbers available should
preferably be consecutive (e.g. rinks
1,2,3 and 4 or rinks 2,3,4 and 5) and
not interspersed with other games being
played at the club.

There are a number of ways in which
the draw for rinks and opponents can take
place (e.g. numbers for rinks to play on
drawn from a hat by respective skips or
team representatives swapping scorecards

DISPLACEMENT DURING MEASURI NG
We love receiving your
letters so please keep them
coming. We have received
one this month from
Margaret Mabbs.
Margaret refers to Law 38.4.1
relating to jack displacement
during measuring and asks: "If
I have taken the shot bowl out
and there is to be a measure

for the close second shot and
I fractionally move the jack in
my effort to decide the second

shot, would my opposition be

correct by claiming the second

shot at this stage if they were
not happy to put thejack back
to what was thought to be the
correct position."

Margaret also mentions that
she has spoken to experienced
players about this and they
seem to be of the opinion that
they should claim the second

shot.

Well, I can tell you that
the experienced players you
spoke to are unfortunately not
correct. You cannot claim a
shot ifyou are not happy to
replace the jack to its former
position. This is what the Law
says about the matter:

38.4.1 If the jack is displaced
by the equipment being used
by a player during measuring,
an opponent must put it back
to its former position.

That's it, no mention of
claiming shots, indeed there

containing
the names of
their skips and
then shuffling

and pairing the
cards).

The LC does

not have a preferred
7 option except to say that
there should be a random draw

done for rink numbers and opponents.
Finally, the LC recommends that the

method to be used for drawing rink
numbers and opponents should be
included in the Conditions of Play for the
event being played.

So, there you have it, clarification
from six years ago that you shouldn't
just offer that rink with the dodgy
backhand, you should include the
one next to it with the wide swinging
forehand as well.

are no circumstances in the
laws whereby a player can

claim shots for any kind of
displacement.

Just for completeness, the
rest of Law 38.4 also clarifies
that if a marker moves the
jack with their measuring
equipment, the marker must
replace the jack to a position
agreed by the opponents.

Ifthey cannot agree then the
marker must put it back to its
former position.

Finally, if an umpire moves
the jack with their measuring
equipment then the umpire
simply puts the jack back to its
former position.

To conclude this month,

I have a question that I am
unable to find an answer to.
It's one of those pub trivia
questions that you are never
likely to need but is stored in
the depths of the grey maffer
anyway. "Why is the head

called the head? We all know
what it is but not where the
name originates from."

The definition in the law
book says; "C.13 Head: The
jack and any bowls which
have come to rest within the
boundaries of the rink of play
and are not dead."

So are there any historians
out there that know the answer
to this one? We would be
interested to hear your views.
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CONGRATULATIONS
T0...

our resident umpire Allan lheirnhtil,
who, subject to confirmation by the

Commonw'ealth Games Federation and Gold
Coast Organising Committee, will represent

England as an International Technical
Official at the XXI Commonwealth

Games next April in Australia.
Allan will be joined by

Dan Bluett, Ray Keen and

. Angie Thornpson.


